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Introduction

In the digital age, traditional marketing methods are increasingly being replaced by innovative strategies such as viral marketing. Viral
marketing refers to the rapid dissemination of marketing messages through online platforms, especially social media, where users share
content within their networks.

Brand awareness, on the other hand, is the extent to which consumers recognize and recall a brand. Viral marketing plays a crucial role in
building brand awareness by increasing visibility and engagement among target audiences. The rise of internet technologies and social
media platforms has revolutionized marketing practices. Traditional advertising methods such as television, radio, and print media are
increasingly being supplemented or replaced by digital marketing strategies. Among these, viral marketing stands out due to its ability to
spread messages rapidly among large audiences.

Viral marketing is defined as a strategy that encourages individuals to share marketing messages with others, creating exponential growth
in message exposure. The term “viral” refers to the way content spreads like a virus from person to person. Brand awareness is a crucial
component of brand equity. It refers to the ability of consumers to recognize or recall a brand under different conditions. High brand
awareness increases the likelihood of a brand being considered during purchase decisions.

This research examines how viral marketing influences brand awareness and identifies the key factors that contribute to its success. The
marketing landscape has undergone a paradigm shift with the rise of digital platforms. Consumers are no longer passive recipients of
advertising but active participants in content creation and distribution. Viral marketing leverages this shift by encouraging users to share
branded content across their networks.

Unlike traditional marketing, which relies on one-way communication, viral marketing operates through multi-directional communication,
where users act as both consumers and promoters.

Objectives of the Study

The primary aim of this study is to analyse and understand the impact of viral marketing on brand awareness in the digital era. To achieve
this, the study is guided by the following detailed objectives:

To Understand the Concept of Viral Marketing

This objective focuses on examining the meaning, nature, and evolution of viral marketing as a modern promotional strategy. It includes
studying how viral marketing differs from traditional marketing and how digital platforms have contributed to its growth. The objective also
aims to identify various forms of viral marketing such as social media campaigns, influencer marketing, and user generated content.

To Analyse the Concept of Brand Awareness
This objective aims to explore brand awareness as a key component of brand equity. It involves understanding the different dimensions of
brand awareness, including:
e Brand recognition (ability to identify a brand)
e Brand recall (ability to remember a brand without cues)
The study also examines how brand awareness influences consumer decision-making and brand preference.

To Examine the Relationship Between Viral Marketing and Brand Awareness

A core objective of the study is to investigate how viral marketing contributes to increasing brand awareness. This includes analysing how
content sharing, social media engagement, and electronic word-of mouth (Ewom) help in spreading brand information and improving
visibility among consumers.

To Identify the Key Factors Influencing the Effectiveness of Viral Marketing
This objective focuses on identifying the elements that make a viral marketing campaign successful. These factors include:
e Content quality and creativity
e Emotional appeal (humour, inspiration, surprise)
e Role of influencers
e Timing and platform selection
e Audience engagement
Understanding these factors helps in determining why some campaigns go viral while others do not.

To Evaluate the Role of Social Media Platforms in Viral Marketing
This objective examines how platforms such as Instagram, YouTube, and TikTok contribute to the spread of viral content. It also analyses
how platform algorithms, sharing features, and user behavior influence the reach and effectiveness of viral marketing campaigns.
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To Assess the Impact of Viral Marketing on Consumer Behavior

This objective aims to understand how viral marketing affects consumer attitudes, perceptions, and actions. It includes analysing:
e Changes in brand perception
e Influence on purchase intention
e Consumer engagement and interaction

To Measure the Effectiveness of Viral Marketing in Building Brand Awareness
This objective involves evaluating the success of viral marketing using key performance indicators (KPIs) such as:
e Reach and impressions
e Engagement rate
e  Share rate
e Brand recall and recognition

To Identify the Advantages and Limitations of Viral Marketing
The study also aims to critically analyse both the benefits and challenges of viral marketing, including:

e Advantages: low cost, high reach, fast dissemination
e Limitations: lack of control, risk of negative publicity, short-term impact

To Provide Strategic Recommendations for Marketers
Based on the findings, this objective aims to suggest practical strategies for businesses to design effective viral marketing campaigns that
enhance brand awareness while minimizing risks.

To Explore Future Trends in Viral Marketing
This objective focuses on identifying emerging trends such as:
e  Al-driven marketing
e  Short-form video content
e Influencer and micro-influencer marketing * Personalized marketing strategies

Literature Review
Several studies highlight the strong connection between viral marketing and brand awareness:

e A study found that viral marketing through social media platforms significantly influences brand awareness, contributing up to
51.5% impact in some cases.

e Research (2024-2025) shows that viral marketing positively affects brand recognition and recall, which further influences purchase
decisions.

e Another study indicates that brand awareness acts as a mediator between viral marketing and consumer purchase intention.

e  Viral marketing has been shown to be more effective than traditional marketing in spreading awareness, although its direct effect
on purchase decisions may vary.

e Factors such as entertainment, credibility, influencers, and message quality significantly enhance brand awareness in viral
campaigns.

e  Viral marketing has been widely studied in the field of digital marketing and consumer behavior.

e Researchers suggest that viral marketing significantly enhances brand awareness by leveraging social networks and electronic
word-of-mouth (eWOM). Studies indicate that consumers are more likely to trust recommendations shared by peers rather than
traditional advertisements.

e Another important finding is that emotional content plays a crucial role in making campaigns viral. Content that evokes humour,
surprise, or inspiration tends to be shared more frequently.

e  Furthermore, research highlights that brand awareness acts as a mediator between viral marketing and purchase intention. This
means that viral campaigns first increase brand recognition, which then influences buying decisions.

e Scholars have also identified that influencer marketing strengthens viral campaigns by increasing credibility and reach.

Objectives of the Study

The objective focuses on examining the meaning, nature, and evolution of viral marketing as a modern promotional strategy. It includes
studying how viral marketing differs from traditional marketing and how digital platforms have contributed to its growth. The objective also
aims to identify various forms of viral marketing such as social media campaigns, influencer marketing, and user-generated content.
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Research Methodology

Research Design

This study adopts a quantitative research design to examine the impact of viral marketing on brand awareness. A descriptive and causal
approach is used to identify relationships between exposure to viral marketing content and levels of brand awareness.

Descriptive: To understand user behavior toward viral campaigns

Causal: To measure how viral marketing influences brand awareness

Research Approach

A deductive approach is employed, where hypotheses are developed based on existing theories such as:
o  Word-of-mouth communication
e Social media engagement
e  Consumer behavior models

These hypotheses are then tested using collected data.

Data Collection Methods

Primary Data
Primary data is collected through a structured questionnaire survey.

Survey Instrument Design
The questionnaire is divided into sections:
e Section A: Demographics (age, gender, education, internet usage)
e Section B: Exposure to viral marketing (frequency, platforms, content type)
e Section C: Engagement level (likes, shares, comments)
e Section D: Brand awareness (recall, recognition, familiarity) Measurement Scale
e A S5-point Likert scale is used: o 1 = Strongly Disagree o 5 = Strongly Agree Example statements:
e  “I often share viral advertisements with others.”
e  “Viral content helps me remember brands easily.”

Secondary Data
Secondary data is collected from:
e Academic journals
e Industry reports
e Books and online databases
This helps in building theoretical background and supporting findings.

Sampling Design

Target Population

Individuals who actively use social media platforms such as:
e Instagram
e  YouTube
e Facebook

Sampling Technique
A non-probability convenience sampling method is used due to accessibility and time constraints.

Sample Size
e Recommended: 150-300 respondents
e Justification: Ensures statistical reliability and generalizability

Variables of the Study

e Independent Variable: Viral Marketing (content virality, emotional appeal, shareability)
e Dependent Variable: Brand Awareness (brand recall, recognition, brand knowledge)
e  Control Variables

o Age

o Gender
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o Social media usage time
Data Analysis Techniques
Data is analysed using statistical software such as SPSS or Excel.

Descriptive Statistics
e Mean
e Standard deviation
e Frequency distribution

Reliability Test
e Cronbach’s Alpha to ensure internal consistency acceptable Value: > 0.7

Correlation Analysis
e To examine the relationship between viral marketing and brand awareness

Regression Analysis
e To determine the impact of viral marketing on brand awareness

Regression Model:
BA =fo+p1(VM)+e

Where:
e BA = Brand Awareness
e VM = Viral Marketing

Hypothesis Development

e  HO (Null Hypothesis): Viral marketing has no significant impact on brand awareness.
e HI (Alternative Hypothesis): Viral marketing significantly impacts brand awareness.

Validity and Reliability
Validity

e Content validity ensured through expert review

o  Construct validity through established scales
Reliability

e  Measured using Cronbach’s Alpha

e Pilot study conducted with 20—30 respondents

Ethical Considerations

e  Participation is voluntary

e Respondent anonymity is maintained

e Data is used only for academic purposes
e Informed consent is obtained

Limitations of the Study

e Use of convenience sampling limits generalization
e Self-reported data may introduce bias
e Study may be limited to specific geographic or demographic groups

Conceptual Framework

A simple framework:
Viral Marketing — Engagement — Brand Awareness

You can also expand it with mediators like:
o  Emotional response
e  Social sharing behavior

378



International Journal of Research and Development - A Management Review 15(2) 2026

Data Analysis

Data Preparation
Before analysis, the collected data was processed as follows:
e Responses were checked for completeness and consistency
e Incomplete or duplicate responses were removed
e Data was coded and entered into statistical software (e.g., SPSS/Excel)
o Likert scale responses were numerically coded (1 = Strongly Disagree to 5 = Strongly Agree)

Descriptive Statistics
Descriptive analysis was conducted to summarize respondent characteristics and general trends.

Demographic Profile
e  Age distribution
e  Gender ratio
e  Education level
e Social media usage frequency

Purpose:
e  To understand the sample composition and ensure diversity.

Mean and Standard Deviation
e  Mean scores were calculated for: o Viral Marketing (VM) o Brand Awareness (BA) Interpretation:
e Higher mean — stronger agreement
e Standard deviation — variability in responses
Reliability Analysis
To ensure internal consistency of the scale, Cronbach’s Alpha was calculated.
e  Acceptable threshold: 0.70 or above

Example Interpretation
e  Viral Marketing Scale: o = 0.82 — Reliable
e Brand Awareness Scale: a = 0.85 — Highly reliable

Correlation Analysis
Correlation analysis was conducted to examine the relationship between viral marketing and brand awareness.

Method used: Pearson Correlation Coefficient (r)
Interpretation of r values:

e 0.00-0.19 — Very weak
e 0.20-0.39 — Weak

e 0.40-0.59 — Moderate

e 0.60-0.79 — Strong

e 0.80-1.00 — Very strong

Example Result
e r=0.65p<0.01
Interpretation: There is a strong positive relationship between viral marketing and brand awareness.

Regression Analysis
Regression analysis was used to determine the impact of viral marketing on brand awareness.

Model Summary
e R?value indicates how much variation in brand awareness is explained by viral marketing

Example:
e R?=0.42 — 42% of variation in brand awareness is explained by viral marketing
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ANOVA Test
Used to check model significance.

e If p-value <0.05, the model is statistically significant

Coefficient Analysis Regression Equation:
BA:ﬁ0+ﬁ1(VM)+E

Example:
e [i=0.58
e p<0.05

Interpretation: Viral marketing has a significant positive effect on brand awareness.
Hypothesis Testing

e  HO: Viral marketing has no significant impact on brand awareness * H1: Viral marketing has a significant impact on brand awareness
e Decision Rule:
e Ifp<0.05— Reject HO

Result:
e p-value=0.001

Conclusion: HO is rejected and H1 is accepted. Viral marketing significantly influences brand awareness.
Additional Analysis (Optional but Recommended)

Frequency Analysis
e  Most used platform (Instagram, YouTube, etc.)
e  Percentage of users sharing viral content

Cross-tabulation
e Compare: Age vs sharing behavior Gender vs engagement level

Factor Analysis (Advanced)

Used to identify underlying factors such as:
e Entertainment value
e Emotional appeal
e Informational content

Key Findings Summary

e  Viral marketing significantly increases brand awareness

e Higher engagement (likes, shares) leads to stronger brand recall

e Social media platforms play a crucial role in spreading viral content
e Emotional and entertaining content performs better

Presentation of Data

Data is presented using:
e Tables
e Bar charts
e Pie charts
e  Graphs

This improves clarity and interpretation.
Findings of the Study

High Exposure to Viral Marketing
The majority of respondents reported frequent exposure to viral marketing content on social media platforms such as Instagram, YouTube,
and Facebook.
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e  Most users encounter viral ads daily or multiple times a week
e Social media is the primary source of brand discovery
Finding: Viral marketing has a wide reach and high visibility among consumers.

Positive Relationship Between Viral Marketing and Brand Awareness
The study found a strong positive correlation between viral marketing and brand awareness.

e Respondents who engaged more with viral content showed higher brand recall and recognition
Finding: Increased exposure to viral marketing leads to greater brand awareness.

Engagement Drives Brand Recall
User engagement (likes, shares, comments) plays a crucial role.

e Highly engaged users were more likely to: Remember brands o Recognize logos and slogans
Finding: Interactive engagement significantly enhances brand recall.

Emotional and Entertaining Content is More Effective
Content that is:
e Funny
e Emotional
e Relatable tends to be shared more widely.
Finding: Emotional appeal is a key driver of virality and brand memorability.

Peer Influence Strengthens Trust
Consumers trust content shared by friends, influencers, or peers more than traditional advertisements.
Finding: Viral marketing benefits from electronic word-of-mouth (eWOM), increasing credibility and trust.

Younger Audience is More Responsive
e Respondents aged 18-30 showed higher engagement with viral content
e  Younger users are more likely to:

Share content Follow trends

Finding: Viral marketing is especially effective among younger demographics.

Platform Influence on Virality
Different platforms show varying effectiveness:
e Instagram & YouTube — High engagement
e Facebook — Moderate engagement
Finding: Platform choice significantly impacts the success of viral campaigns.

Significant Impact Confirmed by Regression Analysis

Regression results indicated that viral marketing has a statistically significant impact on brand awareness.
e A substantial portion of brand awareness variation is explained by viral marketing

Finding: Viral marketing is a strong predictor of brand awareness.

Repetition Enhances Brand Familiarity
Repeated exposure to viral content increases familiarity.
Finding: Consistent viral campaigns improve brand recognition over time.

Consumers Prefer Shareable Content Over Traditional Ads
Users prefer content that is:
e  Short
e  Creative Easy to share
Finding: Viral marketing is more effective than traditional advertising in capturing attention.

Conclusion

This study examined the impact of viral marketing on brand awareness and found that viral marketing is a powerful and effective tool in
today’s digital environment. The results clearly indicate that exposure to viral content significantly enhances consumers’ ability to recognize,
recall, and engage with brands. The analysis shows that viral marketing not only increases brand visibility but also strengthens consumer
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perception through interactive engagement such as likes, shares, and comments. Content that is emotionally appealing, entertaining, and
relatable has a higher probability of being shared, thereby extending its reach and impact.

Furthermore, the study highlights the importance of social media platforms as key drivers of viral marketing success. Platforms like
Instagram and YouTube play a major role in spreading content rapidly to large audiences. Peer influence and electronic word-of-mouth also
contribute to building trust and credibility, making viral campaigns more persuasive than traditional advertising methods. Another important
conclusion is that younger consumers are more responsive to viral marketing strategies, indicating that businesses targeting this demographic
can benefit greatly from such approaches. Additionally, repeated exposure to viral content enhances brand familiarity and long-term recall.

Overall, the findings confirm that viral marketing has a significant positive impact on brand awareness. Organizations can leverage this
strategy by creating creative, engaging, and shareable content to effectively connect with their target audience and strengthen their brand
presence in the market.
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